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Nicole Retana

To: webb.mary599@gmail.com

Cc: Brandi Cummings

Subject: RE: Orellana Water Meter

Mrs. Webb 
 
We have received your request for hearing on TIM & TARYN ORELLANA  (DRC2015-00097). The hearing will be held 
on June 17, 2016 at 9:00am.   
The FINAL agenda will be available online at http://www.slocounty.ca.gov/planning/meetings.htm?  Monday,June 
14, 2016, close of business.  
 
If you have any questions please feel free to contact the Project Manager, Brandi Cummings at (805) 781-1006 or myself 
at the number below. 
 
Thank you, 

 
Nicole Retana, Secretary 
County of San Luis Obispo 
Planning and Building Department 
 

From: Brandi Cummings  

Sent: Thursday, June 09, 2016 2:45 PM 

To: Nicole Retana <nretana@co.slo.ca.us> 

Subject: Fw: Orellana Water Meter 

 

Another request for hearing on Orellana 6/17 

 

 
 

From: Mary <webb.mary599@gmail.com> 

Sent: Thursday, June 9, 2016 12:08 PM 

To: Brandi Cummings; Daniel.Robinson_coastal.ca.gov 

Subject: Orellana Water Meter  

  
HI Brandi, 

 

Greenspace-the Cambria Land Trust would like to request a hearing on this matter.  Please advise us as to the process and timing of 

future hearings. 

 

Thank you, 

 

Mary Webb, President 

927-1662 

 







 

 
 

 

July 25, 2013 

 

Cambria Community Services District 

General Manager Gruber 
board@cambriacsd.org  

jgruber@cambriacsd.org  

 

RE: Ordinance 03-2013 and the Adoption of Resolution 19-2013 

 

On July 25, 2013, the Cambria Community Services District board of directors will hold a public 

hearing to consider the introduction of Ordinance 03-2013 and the Adoption of Resolution 19-

2013. This would amend the CCSD municipal code and approve the administrative procedures and 

related actions to implement the interim issuance of up to 20 intent to serve letters per fiscal year 

beginning July 1, 2013 to June 30, 2015.  This action would, in effect, end the 13 year Moratorium 

on new construction and open the Cambria water wait list for development without adding a source 

of new water, additional water storage or water recycling project.  

 

Given that the Cambria CSD intends to issue new intent to serve letters that could severely 

decrease water supply to residents and visitors, and adversely affect coastal resources and that 

 

1. California State Water Code 350 declaration of an emergency water supply shortage is still 

in effect. 

2. SWRCB decision 1624 for Santa Rosa Creek. Groundwater Basin Management Plan has 

not been conducted as outlined in Resolution 32-87 (SWRCB, 1989, p. 5). 

3. In the 1998 North Coast Plan Update, the CA Coastal Commission found that significant 

concerns existed with the Cambria Community Services District’s (CCSD) withdrawals 

from San Simeon and Santa Rosa Creeks and potential impacts to riparian habitat.  

4. These concerns were reiterated in the Commission’s 2001 adoption of the Periodic Review 
of the San Luis Obispo LCP and in numerous CA Coastal Commission appeals confirming 

substantial issues with development including increased water use, resource extraction 

affecting coastal streams containing endangered species and Monterey Pine Forest removal 

(Hudzinski A-3-SLO-02-073, Monaco  A-3-SLO-02-050, Pine Knolls Tanks A-3-SLO-05-

017 and Cambria Pines Lodge Expansion A-3-SLO-01-122). 

5. No instream flow studies have been conducted for San Simeon and Santa Rosa Creeks to 

ensure water for habitat as required in Hudsinski A-3-SLO-02-073 and Monaco A3-SLO-

02-050 

6. No Habitat Conservation Plan has been conducted  as outlined in Cambria Pines Lodge 

Expansion A-3-SLO-01-122 

7. The Cambria Forest Management Plan has not been funded and implemented  

8. The Cambria Build Out Reduction program has not been funded and implemented 

9. No new water supply, water storage project or water recycling program has been identified, 

approved and funded 

10. The benefits of a recently adopted Conservation program have yet to be validated or 

independently verified for water savings.  
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11. Water production report shows increase of 41.86 AFY from 2011 to 2012 

12. Water production report shows additional increase of 17.9 AFY for first six months of this 

year as compared to January to June of last year.  

13. Increased production of water to levels not seen since 2007 were reported April, May and 

June of 2013. 

14. Cambria is in the second year of a two year drought. 

15. Vacancy rates in Cambria are at an all time high of 32% and CSD is legally required to 

provide water to existing residents including vacant homes. 

16. Water connections in excess of the 124 total allowable “Pipeline Projects” during the 

moratorium have occurred. 

17. The amount of water needed to provide water to the current and active service water 

commitments as described in Exhibit D of Cambria CSD staff report of December 2012 is 

unknown and may exceed current water supply.  Exhibit D does not include proposed 20 

new intent to serve letters, and 40 new affordable housing EDUS issued in 2013. 

18. The CCSD municipal code and all the updates to CCSD Title 4 allow in lieu fees in 

contrast to the CA Coastal Commission stipulating that in-lieu fees are not permitted as 

demonstration of equivalent off-set. Monaco A3-SLO-02-050 

 

Due to negative impacts to local coastal creeks, and the community’s reliance on groundwater with 

no other options, we respectfully ask the Cambria Community Services District to not open the 

wait list and issue new Intent to Serve letters, and request that San Luis Obispo County not allow a 

change to our Growth Management Ordinance until the above milestones are met. A full 

Environmental Impact Report should be conducted before the Growth Management Ordinance is 

changed in order to guarantee no harmful and unmitigated impacts to the creeks and the 

community as a result. In addition, due to 2 year drought and no new water project on the horizon, 

the SLO County Board of Supervisors should certify the Level III Water Shortage Emergency for 

Cambria, at the earliest possible time in order to protect people and coastal resources.   

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Mary Webb V.P.       Richard Hawley, 

Board of Directors      Executive Director 

 
Cc: 

dan.carl@coastal.ca.gov  

Daniel.robinson@coastal.ca.gov  

bgibson@co.slo.ca.us 

caispuro@co.slo.ca.us  

kgriffin@co.slo.ca.us 

jmanson@co.slo.ca.us  

claudia@ecoplanners.net 

 

 

Attachments or links 

2013 CSD Water Production Report 

2001 CA Coastal Commission Periodic Review of Cambria LCP 

Dec. 2012 CSD  Exhibit D  

Cambria Forest Management Plan at www.greenspacecambria.org  

Cambria Build Out Reduction Plan at http://www.cambriacsd.org/cm/projects/Buildout%20Reduction%20Program.html  
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North Coast Advisory Council        4/20/16 

Fosdike, Chair and Council members 

P.O. Box 533 

Cambria, CA 93428 

Please consider the following when making recommendations to San Luis Obispo County on 

allowing new growth in Cambria whether thru water offsets, and/or allowing new home or 

commercial  construction while Cambria is under a Stage 3 Water Shortage emergency 

condition.  

Below, in italics, are excerpts from the CA Coastal Commission staff report on 9/19/14 for the 

Kingston Bay development project which was proposed in Cambria in 2014 (Application # A-3-

SLO-13-0213).  The analysis regarding the lack of water to allow new development in Cambria is 

clear. The  explanation  of  Cambria’s “pipeline” projects is also helpful. Commission staff 

describes the lack of water for  protection of local Coastal Creeks and resources. (the applicant 

withdrew this project. emphasis Webb) 

 

Applicant: Kingston Bay Senior Living, LLC 

“the project is inconsistent with the LCP’s requirement that there be an adequate water supply 

available to serve new development. 

The County’s action raises substantial LCP water resource issues because: (1) Cambria does 

not have an adequate water supply to support the project; 

the project is inconsistent with LCP policies and standards that require that the community’s 

water supply be adequate to support new development. Not only is Cambria’s water supply 

inadequate to meet the existing domestic demand of its urban users, the water supply is 

inadequate to ensure that pumping does not adversely affect coastal resources, such as the 

sensitive riparian habitats of Santa Rosa and San Simeon Creeks. Moreover, the water supply is 

inadequate to support the project’s additional non-visitor serving water demand. The LCP 

prohibits approval of new development that has not demonstrated that there is adequate water 

supply, and the LCP expressly provides that failure to demonstrate an adequate water supply 

is grounds for denial. 

Cambria’s lack of water that prohibits the proposed use, and the project could become 

consistent with the LCP once Cambria has an adequate water supply capacity available to 

serve the project. 
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The County provides no analysis as to why such status renders it consistent with CZLUO Section 

23.04.430, which requires that an adequate water supply be available to serve new development. 

Although the Commission and the County have in certain cases allowed “pipeline projects” to 

proceed as long as they verified their water demand offsets
5 

(which was initially required as a 

condition of approval and was later codified in the LCP as a development standard), such 

approach was always interim and focused on projects actually in the pipeline in 2001. These 

projects were allowed in part because they were considered to be in the pipeline and it was 

considered a matter of procedural fairness provided they would result in no new net increase in 

water withdrawals. This type of approach, when allowed, was always considered interim, 

including until more information regarding the effect water withdrawals were having on coastal 

stream and related resources was better understood. In other words, it was acknowledged that 

there was a water supply problem, and a subset of no-net increase projects would be allowed in 

the short term, until more information about the depth of the water supply problem was known. 

It is now some thirteen years later and much more is known about the depth of the water 

supply problem in Cambria. In fact, Cambria’s water supply is currently in such a dire 

condition that, according to the CCSD, “the community stands a real chance of literally 

running out of water, forcing Cambrians to shut businesses and possibly even leave homes.”
6  

In an effort to avoid such drastic consequences, Cambria has been under mandatory enhanced 

water conservation measures and restrictions since January 2014. Even so, the CCSD has 

warned that Cambria will likely run out of water sometime between mid-October and mid-

December of this year.
7 

This fact was the catalyst for the County’s approval of an emergency 

CDP for an emergency water supply project. However, this emergency project requires 

substantial additional environmental and agency review before it can be completed and 

brought online, and by the terms of the County’s emergency CDP, water from this facility 

could not be used to serve new development. 

Most recently, questions have been raised about CCSD’s water rights, further complicating 

water supply issues in Cambria. Specifically, for the past several years the CCSD claimed water 

rights for up to 798 acre-feet per year from the Santa Rosa watershed and up to 1,230 acre-feet 

per year from the San Simeon watershed, which includes a maximum dry season diversion from 

San Simeon of no more than 370 acre-feet.  

Apparently, however, the CCSD allowed its permits to lapse some time ago and the CCSD is 

now authorized to use a total from both watersheds of less than half that amount.
8 

The 

implications of these reduced water rights is unclear, but it certainly only exacerbates the 

current water supply issues. The CCSD will apparently file petitions to request more time to 

reach the full amount of the requested water rights, but any consideration of authorizing water 

use above the currently available reduced amounts will be subject to review and determination 

from several agencies regarding the instream flows needed to protect habitat and species, as 

well as identification of mitigation measures needed as part of a Habitat Conservation Plan to 
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avoid “take” of listed species. These reviews may well require significant changes in the 

pumping regime the CCSD uses to produce a water supply from the two watersheds. Available 

references show that both San Simeon and Santa Rosa Creeks are overdrafted and unable to 

adequately support some species, including the federally-endangered steelhead.
9
 

Moreover, as evidenced in the adopted findings for past appeal actions, the Commission 

considers more than just the adequacy of the water supply to meet Cambria’s domestic water 

demand in its interpretation of CZLUO Section 23.04.430. The Commission has interpreted 

this standard to mean that the protection of significant coastal resources and coastal priority 

uses must also be considered when determining the adequacy of the water supply to support new 

development. Here, Santa Rosa and San Simeon Creeks lack adequate water flows to ensure 

the protection of important coastal resources, such as those creeks’ sensitive riparian habitats. 

Also, as analyzed further below, the County-approved Project is a residential use, raising 

questions as to whether adequate water is being reserved and maintained for coastal priority 

uses, as required by NCAP Planning Area Standard 2a (see Exhibit E). 

In light of these current facts, it cannot be concluded that any new development requiring 

water in Cambria, including the “pipeline projects,” can be found consistent with the 

County’s certified LCP policies and standards requiring that there is adequate water capacity 

available to serve the new development. With such critical consequences looming currently and 

in the near future, all reasonable measures to protect the community’s remaining limited water 

supply and associated creek resources must be taken. Accordingly, the Commission finds that 

the County’s approval of the Project raises a substantial issue in regards to its compliance 

with CZLUO Section 23.04.430 and NCAP Planning Area Standards 2a and 4, and NCAP 

Public Works Policy 1 because Cambria’s available water supply is inadequate to support the 

Project. 

Water Supply Resources Conclusion 

In sum, the County-approved Project raises substantial conformance issues regarding its 

consistency with CZLUO Section 23.04.430, NCAP Planning Area Standards 2 and 4, and 

Public Works Policy 1 for several reasons, including at a very basic level that Cambria lacks a 

sufficient water supply to support the Project. Even the existing demand appears to be having 

deleterious effects on the Creeks, and it is not clear how additional water demand can be 

accommodated beyond that existing situation at this time.” 

• In addition, it appears that 2:1 water offsets, used for home remodels and additions,  

contributed to a critical water shortage condition. Cambria has not employed a full time 

conservation officer for years and no monies remain in the conservation rebate program.  

• WASTEWATER TREATMENT PLANT -Should be classified as a Level of Service III per the 

Regional Water Quality Control Board (RWQCB) March 2015 TMDL report. The RWQCB 

has held the CSD responsible for the nitrate overloads on San Simeon Creek causing 

degradation of this highly sensitive creek and lagoon area. The County Board of Supervisors 
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should recognize this recent Notice of Violations at the Cambria Wastewater Treatment Plant 

and change the WWTP to a LOS III.  

• ROADS - Highway One was considered a Level of Service D (next to the worst) by the 

Coastal Commission in its 2001 periodic review. 

• Resource Capacity Studies are seriously lacking for Cambria. Among these studies are 

Instream Flow Studies that have been recommended for years but never performed on both 

San Simeon and Santa Rosa Creeks to determine their safe yield.  

• In addition, the Cambria Build Out Reduction program and Cambria Forest Management Plan 

must be fully funded prior to the issuance of building permits for new construction.  

The North Coast Advisory Council (NCAC) voted unanimously on June 18, 2014 to recommend 

the Cambria Service Area “be certified a Level of Severity III" by the Board of Supervisors. In 

addition the NCAC asked “to see credible Resource Capacity Studies of groundwater basins 

county wide, and adoption of them, with credible certified levels of Service, by the Board of 

Supervisors, so that these proposed amendments that take the trigger for required WSA’s up to 

LOS 2. Assessment of the resource prior to allocation is our priority.”  

Greenspace agrees with the North Coast Advisory Council that the Board of Supervisors should 

Certify Cambria as a Level of Severity III in water supply and would also add the a Level of 

Severity III to the Wastewater Treatment Plant.  

We ask that the Council “strongly urge and advise San Luis Obispo County to not approve 

permits for new home/commercial construction that would be provided water services by 

the CSD in Cambria until a long term water supply has been approved by regulatory 

agencies and is in operation” considering the above analysis and Cambria’s long standing 

issues with water, development and need for protection of our local coastal creeks and aquifers 

for both people and wildlife. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Mary Webb, President      

Greenspace-the Cambria Land Trust

Page !  of !4 4














